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 It is hard to believe that 

the end of the 2017-2018 school 

year is coming to a close.  Each 

year about this time, I like to sit 

down and reflect on the school 

year so I can count our many 

blessings, achievements, and 

successes. It always amazes me 

just what our students            

accomplish in nine short 

months.  As you can see from 

this newsletter, we have been 

busy this semester. 

Next year will bring about a few 

changes. Mrs. Ann Bosworth, 

Student Services Coordinator, 

will be retiring after 29 years of 

service to students. She will be 

replaced with Mrs. Leigh Lenoir. 

Mr. Scott Necaise, AEST       

Instructor, has accepted a      

position within the district as 

Maintenance Director, and I 

would like to wish him luck with 

his new position. He will be    

replaced with Mr. J. T. Thomas. 

We will be welcoming back Mr. 

Todd Smith in our Health Science 

program. Mr. Smith was able to 

finish out this school year as Ms. 

Candis Thompson’s replacement. 

We all look forward to working 

with the new faculty members 

next year. 

We were able to receive a       

Work-Based Learning Grant from 

MDE this year in order to provide 

our students with more           

student-based enterprise     

projects and more hands-on 

learning. Even though we were 

not as successful as I would 

have liked, we will be prepared 

to kick off the new year with the 

following student led             

enterprises: 

The Hive Cafe Take Home 

Meals.  Students will learn to 

create a menu, order supplies, 

determine the cost, market, and 

sell homemade from scratch 

one-dish meals that PSD faculty 

and staff can purchase  

throughout the school year. 

Funds from the grant were used 

to purchase start up supplies, 

an electric range, and a chest 

type freezer. The enterprise will 

be self funded through sales 

and hopefully will be able to 

continue to offer this service to 

teachers and possibly expand in 

the future. 

CDC Screen Printing            

Enterprise. Spirit shirts are 

always a need in our district. 

Through grant funding, we were 

able to purchase printing        

supplies and long sleeve    

hooded t-shirts that will be sold 

to students and teachers at a 

slight profit in order to restock 

our supply as well as earn   

money for DECA travel. 
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FFA/Ag Creations. As a class 

project prior to the writing of the 

grant, students were using a gas 

forge that was generously loaned 

to our Ag program and some   

donated used horseshoes to weld 

and turn into art. Funds from the 

grant were used to  extend and 

grow this project into a school-

based enterprise. 

Health Science CAN                     

Certification Station. Along with 

equipment and  curriculum already 

in place in the Health  Science 

program, additional items were 

purchased and arrangements are 

currently being made to offer    

students the required hours of 

instruction necessary to sit for the 

CAN exams and graduate with a      

national certification. 

To our parents, thank you for   

entrusting your child to us to help 

prepare them for a bright future. 

We have very high expectations 

for all of our students, but          

especially our CTE students. 

I hope everyone has a restful and 

productive summer. 
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 Bayly McGill and Gen Smith are 

headed to Nationals in Dallas, Texas to 

compete in CPR and First Aid for HOSA. 

They started off at district which led them 

to state, and now nationals!!! They       

prepared for about 5 months by         

practicing their skills everyday for about 

an hour. Bayly would practice First Aid 

scenarios while Gen practiced doing CPR. 

They would come in during break and 

sometimes during their lunch to make 

sure they perfected their skills. When they 

were not practicing, they were doing 

fundraisers with the help of  other HOSA 

members.       

                                                            

Some of the fundraisers were candy 

sales, raffles, knife sales, and pizza 

sales every other Friday during break. 

With all their hard work, they went to 

district and placed 7th in their testing 

and 3rd in their skills which sent them 

to state. At state, they placed 4th in 

testing and 1st in their skills, so now 

these talented ladies are going to    

Nationals to represent Poplarville High 

School’s Health Science group, HOSA. 

 

Courtney Clark, HOSA reporter 

Poplarville HOSA Members Head To Nationals 
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The Poplarville High School Cat Pack    

attended the Pearl River  County SPCA’s 

Low Cost Shot  Clinic at Jack Reed Park 

located in Picayune, MS, Saturday, April 

21, 2018. The students assisted the           

veterinarian with mixing shots,  helping pet 

owners with their paperwork, and bottle 

feeding baby kittens.  

PHS Cat Pack 

The following students (pictured from left to right) volunteered at the low 

cost shot clinic. S. Coleman, I. Shapiro (Pet owners) A. Rahmel, G. Smith, 

M. Hines, H. Blackwell and G. Smith.  

 



reminded the students that “bad grades 

will come back to haunt you,” and that 

they needed to study and ask for help 

from their teachers to maintain good 

grades.  Caitlin talked to the students 

about her membership in DECA while in 

high school and how placing first in 

state competition led her to travel to 

Anaheim, California for international 

competition. She is now a member of 

the collegiate DECA at PRCC. Caitlin told 

Students of Pearl River Community 

College, Caitlin Sumrall and  Logan 

Whipple, visited the STEM, Marketing, 

and two English I classes to discuss 

the importance of planning for a fu-

ture in college now rather than wait-

ing until senior year.  They told the 

underclassmen to pay close attention 

to their grades; try to do their best in 

school; and to get involved in school 

organizations and activities. Logan 

the students that she had just       

returned from Washington, D.C., and 

she had received the honor of      

placing third in the nation at DECA 

competition. Caitlin told the students 

that none of this would have been 

possible if she had not joined an  

organization while in high school. 

Their presentation concluded with a 

question/answer session from the 

students about college.  

Planning Your Future 

 Students in STEM class used the Lego Mindstorms robot 

kits to build and program their own robots.          

By combining the Lego elements with a programmable 

brick, motors and sensors, students were able to make 

the robots follow a number of commands. For the ulti-

mate challenge, students created their own programs for 

the robot to follow by using the programming software 

that was downloaded on the computers in the lab.      

Also, students were able to program and use the app-

enabled robotic balls, Sphero Sprk+ and Sphero Mini.  

The students loved maneuvering the robots around the 

lab, changing its colors, and programming the robots 

using JavaScript. When the eighth graders toured the high 

school, the class also enjoyed showing them how to drive 

the Sphero Sprk+ and Sphero Mini. 

Robots Take Over In STEM Class 
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Kenzie Williams & Eli Seal 

Bryce Naquin 

Sevella Washington & Mikky Wilson 

Myles Ditcharo & Zach Breshnahan 

Brix Crombie, Zach Breshnahan &  

Reece McCardle 

Logan Wipple & Caitlin Sumrall 

 



Six Career Development Center         

students competed in the      

Southern Entrepreneurship     

Program (SEP) State Competition 

at USM Hattiesburg on May 2, 

2018. These students were       

regional level winners at USM 

Gulf Park in March. 

The SEP, an outreach of The           

University of Southern Mississippi 

Center for Economic and               

Entrepreneurship Education, is a 

statewide youth initiative         

designed to advance innovation 

and entrepreneurship education 

in Mississippi. In its decade of       

existence, the SEP has provided 

interactive training sessions for 

more than 4,000 high school     

students, with topics including 

opportunity recognition, business 

planning, and market validation 

(http://news.usm.edu/article/

southern-entrepreneurship-

program-youth-series-set-begin-

11th-year). 

The competition allowed students 

of two divisions, concept and 

startup business, to compete 

against 18 other individuals or 

groups from other schools in the 

central and northern state           

regions. Janelle Johnson and    

Justin Rodgers (J & J Metal 

Works) won the Georgia Pacific 

Innovator Award, The First Bank 

Multiplier Award, and first place        

in the startup business division. 

Lindsey Storrs and Janna Dutsch 

(Food Dash) won the USM School of 

Business  Scholar Award and        

second place in the concept business 

division. The six students have     

combined total cash winnings of 

$3000.  

CDC Wins Big at SEP     By Lindsey Storrs 
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 Backpack Buddies is a district-wide   

initiative to assist those in need over the     

weekends, providing students with                  

non-perishable items.  

 The National Technical Honor      

Society has assisted with the Backpack  

Buddy program through the district earlier 

in the year. However, this time was with 

more thought and intention.                                                                                 

 NTHS donated a colorful drawstring 

bag and hand-held stress ball for each of the 

students within their Poplarville High 

School. The members have had the desire to 

assist with and/or donate to this cause for 

their fellow classmates all school year. The 

time came for them to shine and send their 

fellow students something to use for the 

summer.  

NTHS Donates to Backpack Buddies for Summer!  

 



One of the great things about the 
AEST students is that they enjoy 

Helping others. As in the case of the 
“battle of truck  verses tree”; the 

truck surely loses this one.  
The students were able to remove the 

hood, front bumper, grill and all 
brackets with trim and replace it all to 

make Mr. Will’s truck look like new.   
It is always a great confidence boost 
for young  students to take broken 

things and make them usable again.  
We thank Mr. Will for having            

confidence in our shop to take on 
this challenge. 
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WOW! It’s hard to believe this school year is 
coming to an end in just a few weeks. Even with 

summer  fastly approaching, the shop has not 
slowed down. Our plants class has been busy 

beautifying the area around our CDC building by 
transplanting Sago Palm pups from our big palm 
out front, building a nice flower box and filling it 
with flowers produced in the green house. We 
were also able to do a long overdue, massive 

tree trimming and pruning along the west side 
of CDC building.  

SPRING TIME WITH AEST 

Over the last three weeks the students 
have attended and looked after the      

incubation of several types of poultry 
eggs. In one week, they were able to 
hatch 25 Guineas, 45 chickens and 22 

farrow Quail. The following week, they 
hatched 8 turkeys and 25 more          

Bobwhite Quail.  

This has definitely been one action 
packed spring with every student         

contributing to project completions and 
lending helping hands all over school.  

 



The kitchen has stayed busy in the      
Career Development Center over the 

past several months. The Culinary Arts 
students collaborated with the Women’s 
Club of Poplarville to prep and cook a 
Spring Luncheon for the community. It 

was a great opportunity for Ms.       
Pankratz’s students to show off their 

skills, professionalism and hospitality.  

Students have also learned how to roll 
sushi and how to deep-fat fry a variety of 

foods, including fried cheesecake.  

Outside of  lab time in the kitchen, the          
students also prepped academically for 
both their C-PAS state test and ProStart 

National Exam.  

  

CULINARY ARTS...STAYS BUSY... 

Culinary Arts students did a great job at making 
sushi! Ms. Pankratz purchased ingredients from   
B & K Seafood and Asian Market in Hattiesburg.  
“It is my absolute favorite grocery to shop that is 
near to us. I love Asian Cuisine and have tried to 

teach the students that they can purchase            
international  products that are imported just right 
down the road from our classroom. It was a lot of 

fun to watch them expand their palates. For        
several students this was their first time tasting   

sushi and I was proud of them for  trying it”,         
Ms. Pankratz said.  

It was probably one of our most fun classes so far. 
Making sushi is not as complicated as one may 

think. “I think once the students learned the         
simplicity of making a basic sushi roll, they then 

understood the level of creativity that this opened 
them up to. It was such a successful class with my 
students that I am sure that we will be making a lot 
of sushi for our student and staff body next school 

year.”  

“My students amaze me  

everyday with their ability to 

perform any task they are 

given both in the  kitchen 

and in the classroom. I am 

so proud of each of them as 

we wrap up this school year. 

I feel this has been such a 

busy and successful year for 

all of us.”    

-Ms Pankratz- 

 



Congratulations to the  
Class of 2018. 

 
Our goal for the end-of-year       

window display is to celebrate the  
achievements of the 84 graduating 

CDC students.  
Mrs. Shabazz shared the idea of  

displaying the  senior portraits and 
the Marketing class used their      
advertising skills to bring this       

project to life. 
 

Mrs. Bosworth worked with Dr. Cole 

in writing a grant for nontraditional 

students in Career Technical               

Education. This grant allowed for two 

students to be chosen to receive the 

nontraditional student scholarships.  

The students chosen were Peytan   

Graham for Health Science and       

Tabbitha Lombardo for Agriculture & 

Environmental Science & Technology 

(AEST).  

 



Favorite Quotes from Mrs. Ann Bosworth 

After 29 years of public education, Mrs. Bosworth is retiring and we wanted to            

dedicate this page to her. Through the years, Mrs. Bosworth has told countless stories, 

shared numerous life lessons and has taught us all so much through these. Her sweet 

voice and ways will surely be missed here at PHS, especially at the Career Development 

Center. I believe we can speak for everyone that Mrs. Ann has definitely made impacts 

on our lives for the better and the memories she has made will forever leave footprints 

on our hearts.  

“You doin’ alright Mr. 
Logan?”  “Neow Ms. Jordan,  

imma tell you this.”  

“No, no, no, you have to redo that …” 
“Set a timer for 8 minutes.”  

“KARLEE! Don’t sass me!!!”  
 

 


